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707-823-6159 x103
Community Matters Provides Violence-Prevention Funding 

for Sonoma County Schools

Sebastopol, CA-   Today, non-profit Community Matters announced that they will be awarding several “Challenge Grants” to Sonoma County schools to implement and sustain the Safe School Ambassadors program.  Applications are now available from Community Matters and are due May 31, 2010.

During the 2009-2010 school year, the Sonoma County Challenge Grant program provided over $33,000 dollars to 11 schools in Sonoma County: Adele Harrison Middle School, Altimira Middle School, Bellevue Elementary School, Cardinal Newman, El Molino High School, Elsie Allen High School, Healdsburg Junior High School, Roseland Elementary School, Santa Rosa Middle School, Slater Middle School, and Willowside Middle School.

Funding for the Challenge Grants is made possible through the generous donations of community members, service groups and local businesses.  This funding is even more important next year due to these tough economic times facing most local schools.  If anyone would like to make a donation to the 2010-2011 Challenge Grant program, please contact Kathy Fong at 707-823-6159 x 110 prior to May 31, 2010.

The SSA program engages, empowers and equips young people with nonviolent communication skills to prevent and stop mistreatment, bullying and violence among their peers. 

Far too many students don’t feel welcome, safe or included at school.  According to a national study by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 75 percent of students say that they have been bullied at school.  In addition, every day, an estimated 160,000 students stay home from school across the nation due to fear of attack or intimidation.  

This bullying is getting younger, meaner, and more difficult to identify than ever before due to access to technology such as MySpace, cell phones, and YouTube.  Perhaps most disturbing is that bullying and harassment are also becoming more acceptable among young people.  Research shows that 70-85 percent of students have been passive bystanders to peer mistreatment. Their silence amounts to tacit consent, which further reinforces an environment of bullying and mistreatment.

-MORE-

“Students see, hear, and know what adults don’t. They can intervene in ways adults can’t, but usually don’t,” said Rick Phillips, Executive Director of Community Matters and co-founder of the Safe School Ambassadors program. 

Students report that the primary reasons they don’t intervene are fear of retaliation and not knowing what to do.  The Safe School Ambassadors (SSA) program removes these obstacles by very carefully identifying and selecting socially-influential “opinion leaders” from the diverse cliques and groups at school. These students are trained in nonviolent intervention and communication skills such as reasoning with their friends to avoid or stop cruelty and violence.  The SSA program gives these students the courage and competence to make their school safer.

The Safe School Ambassadors® (SSA) program was developed in 1999 to help prevent and stop peer mistreatment and violence among 4th- to 12th-grade students. Since then, over 750 public and private schools have adopted this powerful program in 29 states and in Canada. 

Safe School Ambassadors is a program of Community Matters, a nonprofit organization that specializes in: youth violence prevention, youth development, and sustainable school and community partnerships.  Headquartered in Sebastopol, California, with a satellite office in Los Angeles, Community Matters has been in operation since 1995. 

For more information, visit www.community-matters.org.
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