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For Immediate Release
Contact: 

Thursday, January 28, 2010
Jennifer O’Donnell, Senior Program and Media Coordinator, 707-823-6159 x 103.
Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce Presents 

“Service to Youth” Award

 to Community Matters

Sebastopol, CA-   Tonight, Thursday, January 28, the Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce will present local nonprofit, Community Matters, with a “Service to Youth” award at their 2010 Annual Community Awards event.  The event will take place at the Community Church of Sebastopol Memorial Hall from 6p.m. – 8 p.m.    

“We are honored that the Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce is recognizing the work we do with youth in our community.  Business members of the Chamber have been generous supporters of the Safe School Ambassadors Program and we are grateful to the community at large for keeping our children safe,” said Kathy Fong, Associate Director, who will accept the award on behalf of Community Matters.
Community Matters is a nonprofit organization that specializes in: youth violence prevention, youth development, and sustainable school and community partnerships.  

Headquartered in Sebastopol, the organization was founded in 1995 and is led by Rick Phillips MS. Ed., a nationally recognized educator, speaker, facilitator, and trainer. Rick is the lead author of Safe School Ambassadors: Harnessing Student Power to Stop Bullying and Violence. 

Community Matters’ flagship program, the Safe School Ambassadors® (SSA) program, was developed in 1999 to help prevent and stop peer mistreatment and violence among 4th- to 12th-grade students. 

The Safe School Ambassadors® program empowers leaders from the diverse groups and cliques on campus and equips them with nonviolent communication and intervention skills to stop bullying and violence among their peers. Over 700 public and private schools have adopted this powerful program in 29 states and in Canada.

For more information, please visit www.community-matters.org.
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